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Coffee, cheesecake, fellowship, and a good book, it all sounds great! All of

those things were served up when many of those that

o A bought almost 90 copies of “The Shack” got together re-
cently to discuss the book in the café.

William P. Young's book is the tale of the tragic death
of Mackenzie (Mack) Phillips’ youngest daughter, Missy.
After Missy’s death, Mack falls into the “Great Sadness”
and one wintry afternoon finds an invitation from God in
his mailbox. Within that context the rest of the book re-
volves around Mack’s visit with God.

While Young’s unorthodox characterization of the Trinity and his swipes at
“legalistic” religion may encourage many to challenge the correctness of his
theology, there are lessons in the story that clearly connect with people both
inside and outside the institutional church.

If our group discussion was any indication the book raises a lot of ques-
Check out the LEC _tions. Subjects_ like thg Trinity, forgiveness, relation_ships, submission, author-
Photo Album for pictures ity, trust, obedience, judgment, and good and evil are all addressed from

Young’s point of view. Nearly everyone reported gleaning insights from the

from book discussion on | | pages of “The Shack” that they could apply in their own life.
“The Shack”.

My favorite part was a quote from Sarayu (The Holy Spirit) that said,
“Because you are important, everything you do is important. Every time you
forgive, the universe changes; every time you reach out and touch a heart or

November Birthdays

02  Ashleigh Kiester a life, the world changes; with every kindness and service, seen or unseen,

03 Whitney Cantrell my purposes are accomplished and nothing will ever be the same again.” Or

04 Mike Logsdon maybe my favorite was the Elizabeth Barrett Browning quote at the end of the
. book that says;

06 Eli Logsdon “Earth’ dwith

07 Betty Hadley arth’s crammed wit | eav.en,

07 Phyliis Lobb And every common bush afire with God,

13 Mycah Teagardner But only he who sees takes off his shoes;

15 Kenny Baker The rest sit round and pluck blackberries.”

15 Joann Marvel Oh well, you get the point. The group discussion was insightful and enjoy-

able. If you did not read the book...I challenge you to get a copy, once you
open the first page you won't put the book down...I promise. | purchased
18 Marcia Ashby eight copies for friends and family members and | am overwhelmed by their
19 Shannon Box responses. Some of them have even passed the books on to other friends

20 Charla Logsdon and family.

15 Cordell Hadley
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Centennial Celebration

In October of 1908 a Hallelujah
march around a tent in Pilot Point, Texas
helped unify several factions of what
was then called the Wesleyan Holiness
Movement into The Pentecostal Church
of the Nazarene. Rooted firmly in Metho-
dism and the teachings of John Wesley
(1703 — 1791) with a boost from Sarah
Lankford and her sister Phoebe Palmer
and their Tuesday Meetings for the Pro-
motion of Holiness, today’s Church of
the Nazarene has reached one hundred
years old.

A “Great Commission” church that
seeks to witness faithfully and win-
somely to all people so that the life of
Christ within the believers will draw oth-
ers to the love, worship, and service of
God, The Nazarene Church has grown
to nearly twenty-one thousand local
churches in over 150 world areas. As
part of Christ's Universal Church, rooted
in the Wesleyan tradition, we are called
especially to take the gospel to the poor.
The Church of the Nazarene has inten-
tionally been an international church
from its denominational beginnings, and
today over half it's members live outside
the United States and Canada.

Preparation for the Louisville First
Church centennial celebration began in
earnest on Saturday, October 4. While
some small groups cleaned-up inside
and out, others painted and began set-
ting-up for the 100" anniversary meal.
On Sunday, October 5 the celebration to
acknowledge what has been achieved in
the first one hundred years and to ea-
gerly anticipate what will be achieved
moving forward got underway. A 10:30
am worship service followed by a de-
lightful meal and good fellowship with
nearly the entire congregation made it a
day to relish.

It is my sincere hope that we can
continue to spread Christ's ministry in
just the way He has called us to do.

Check out the LFC Photo Album for
more Centennial Celebration photos.
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Kickin' Homeruns

| was in the foyer one Sunday night
just after school was out for the sum-
mer when | overheard a conversation
that made me think |1 was imagining
things. It went something like this;

Jane Doe: “Hey, why don't you get a
team together and come play kickball
with us on Friday nights?”

John Smith : “Huh? Kickball? You
mean, like when | was in the third
grade, that kickball?”

Jane Doe: “Yeah, that kickball.”
John Smith : “Sure, why not?”

| did a quick double-take just to
make sure | had not fallen asleep and
awakened somewhere in Mrs. Sherri’s
Bibleland. But sure enough | was still
standing in the foyer and now staring
uncontrollably at two normal looking
adults. | tried to wipe the dumb look
off my face and went into the sanctu-
ary. Little did |1 know that a few short
weeks later | would be witnessing kids
from ten to fifty years old having a
kickin’ good time playing this old child-
hood game.

Maybe for the younger ones it's just
part of the retro movement. And
maybe for others it's a trip back to a
simpler time. Or maybe it was just
what it looked like, PLAIN OLD FUN!!
No competitive arguments, not even
serious score keeping, could this really
be happening? It was, and | have pic-
tures to prove it!

While the WAKA (World Adult Kick-
ball Association) [seriously] will not
likely be recruiting the LFC league in-
tensely, | did witness one Thomas
Huelsman kick a homerun, as well as
a back to the plate, over the shoulder,
running catch by Michael Hagan that
was impressive. But by far the most
impressive display of all was the fel-
lowship and laughter of everyone in
attendance. As for me, maybe next
year.

Check out the LFC Photo Album for
more Kickin’ photos.
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Finding Christmas~

PA
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Save the Date!

Our Annual “Evening of Christmas Entertainment” Show is being trans-
formed from its previous talent show format. You won’t want to miss it so
mark your calendars now for:

“Finding Christmas”
Friday, December 12, 2008 @ 7:00 pm
Join us for an evening that will include:
. A re-telling of the birth of Christ through scripture and song
. An original video and song being created just for this evening

. A candle lighting ceremony sure to bring some peace to your
Christmas season

. Hot chocolate, snacks, fellowship and other surprises

Plan now to attend and, as always, this is the perfect opportunity for
outreach. Invite family members, friends, neighbors, co-workers, enemies,
etc.




First Chronicles 16:25; “For gr_eat is the
Lord, and greatly to be praised...

Louisville First Church of the Nazarene
3503 Blanton Lane
Louisville, Kentucky 40214

Phone: (502) 449-1468

Email: pastor@louisvillefirst.org

We're on the webl!!

www.louisvillefirst.org

If you have an idea, suggestion or would like something
added to the calendar of events or the next issue of “First
Chronicles” please e-mail the newsletter staff at:

newsletterstaff@louisvillefirst.org

Worshiping God—Discipling the Believer—Reaching the World

What's the value of one member?

Ten little members standing in a line. One disliked the leaders and then there were nine.
Nine ambitious members offered to work late. One forgot her promise, then there were eight.
Eight creative members had ideas good as Heaven. One lost enthusiasm, then there were seven.
Seven loyal members got into a fix. They quarreled over programs, then there were six.

Six loyal members spiritually alive. One moved away, then there were five.

Five steadfast members wished there were more. One became indifferent, then there were four.
Four cheerful members who never disagreed, til one complained of meeting, then there were three.
Three eager members, what do they do? One got discouraged and then there were two.
Just two members left, didn’'t seem much fun. One gave up and quit, and then there was just one.
One faithful member was feeling rather blue, met with a neighbor, then there was two.

Two earnest members, each enrolled one more, doubling their number, then there were four.
Four determined members just couldn’t wait, til each won another, and then there were eight!
Eight excited members signed up eight more. In another six verses there’ll be 1024.

----copied




